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Next Steps:

This planning worksheet will help you utilize your Action Plan in myLexia 
to identify students in need of additional support and prioritize small 
group instruction. To begin, reflect on the following questions:

What are my next steps?
Access prescribed Lexia Lessons and Lexia Skill Builders in both  
digital and print form. Make a plan to deliver these resources  
individually, in small groups or as a full class. 

Who needs help?
Check the Needs Instruction tab in the Class Action Plan to 
see which students would benefit from teacher-led Lexia Lessons®.
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   Comprehension
THEME: PART A Lexia Lessons®
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 INSTRUCT
Display two sentences in different colors: Hard work pays off. and Tyrese worked as a lifeguard 
every day last summer to earn enough to buy a new bike. Read each sentence with students, and 
discuss how they are similar and how they are different. Record student responses to guide the 
discussion. Student comments might include the following observations:

• Both sentences are about hard work.

• One sentence includes details that are specific to one person and one situation. 

• The other sentence is a message that could apply to other people and other situations 
or to life in general.

Explain to students that one sentence describes what a particular scenario is mostly about (i.e., 
characters, setting, or plot). In contrast, the other sentence states a theme, or central message. 
Point out that knowing the difference between a “mostly about” statement and a theme statement is 
important. The characters, setting, and plot in a story answer what the story is about while a theme 
often answers why the story was written. Students can use “mostly about” information to think about 
what message the author is trying to send to readers.

Define the terms:

• A character is a person, animal, or other being in a story.

• A plot is the events in a story.

• A setting is the time and place of events in a story.

• A theme is the central message or big idea in a story or a poem.

Refer students to the Anchor Chart to develop understanding:

1.  Explain to students that a theme does not include specific details but is a central message 
that could apply to a wide range of situations. If students are unsure about whether they have 
identified a theme, they should decide whether it would make sense as a message on a poster 
or a T-shirt. (Using conflict, characters, and author’s craft to get to the theme will be addressed in 
Theme: Part B.)

2.  Read the So, what’s in it for me? section with students, and discuss the value of identifying a theme 
while reading.  Point out that some stories, such as fables, contain a stated theme, or moral.

 PRACTICE
• Display and read aloud the provided list of Theme and “Mostly About“ Statements. Have 

students give a thumbs up if the example is a theme and a thumbs down if it is not a theme. 
If needed, provide students with a visual tool, like the Thumbs Up/Down Cards included with 
this lesson. For each “mostly about“ statement, discuss why it is not a theme and generate a 
related theme statement.

 PREPARE
CONCEPT  The theme of a text is the author’s 
central message, which could be a lesson, a 
universal truth, or an insight into how the world 
works. Strategic readers explore how an author 
develops theme(s) in a text and compare themes 
across texts to enhance comprehension.

VOCABULARY  character, plot, setting, theme

MATERIALS  Lesson reproducibles, red pens

continued on next page

Who is ready to apply what  
they’ve learned?

Check the Skill Builders tab in the Class Action Plan to 
see which students are ready to work on Lexia Skill Builders®.
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     Comprehension
Level 11: BiographyName: 

 Lexia Skill Builders®
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SKILL FOCUS 

C.  Read the terms below and think about their meaning. Then, use the clues to complete the crossword 
puzzle.

 

legacy subject timeline main idea autobiography biography

 

ACROSS

2. a true story that a person writes about his or her own life

5. the subject and what the text says about the subject 

6. the lasting impact that a person has made on others 

DOWN

1. the topic, or who or what a text is mostly about

3. a true story of a person’s life written by another person

4. a list of events along a line to show when they happened

2 3
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5

6
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Who needs more time in the  
student program?

Check the Need Usage tab in the Class Action Plan. 
Schedule additional time online for students who are 
not meeting usage targets.
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